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Overview of meeting

The meeting was held at Meikei high school involving three English department teachers there.  Meikei High school covers both junior and senior high school ages (6 years).  Mr. Matsuzaki is the head of the department, and both Mr. Bird (UK) and Ms. Flower (New Zealand) teach English as native speakers.  The classes that Mr. Bird and Ms. Flower teach are top-level English classes (EES) with mainly returnee students from abroad.  Mr. Matsuzaki teaches the regular English classes, and there are 12 full time and 11 part-time teachers in the school English Department.


First, DM and FM went through the power point presentation that has been already presented to the BENN members on 2003/06/21, in English.  This explanation was interspersed with short questions and comments by the teachers.  The overall interests were high, with many suggestions and questions from the practical side, with all three teachers wanting to suggest improvements.


The introduction had been casual meetings between DM and Steve Bird earlier, and DM asked Steve Bird if the teachers at Meikei might be interested.  He had been positive and had Mr. Matsuzaki.  So the meeting was arranged.


The school is of high level, and considers its English standards to be among the top in Japan.  DM suggested it would be interesting to compare with some of the MEXT “Super English Schools” and the teachers noted they were all public schools.  Meikei is a private school.  An example of the level is that a school trip to the UK for 6 days was arranged for all 245 students.

Teachers’ suggestions

1. Level of text

Looking at the sample chapters 1-4 (the same taken to the BEN32 meeting), the first question was “How many classes do you expect will it take to cover one chapter?”  While we had initially planned each to be used in at least one class period, they said in Meikei, each class period is 45 minutes, not 1hour like many schools in Japan.  Taking the brain death chapter 4 for example, at least it would take 2 class periods, even for the advanced English classes (EES class, or the Junior high returnee class).  

For the regular English class, the material was surely too long in its current form and would take 2-3 times longer.  Mr. Matsuzaki would split Chapter 4 into 4 parts for his classes.  Also, it was very doubtful whether the regular English class students could go into detail in discussing the content of the material.  Even though the students had interest in the subject and wanted to discuss, the English vocabulary was too limited so that they may end up commenting just “I feel sorry” or “That is not good”.  In Japanese discussion it may be easy, but still some concepts like chapter 1 “Autonomy” and “Justice” may be difficult.

The text contained many interesting topics, but still it had to be refined into a realistic amount with some simple yes or no questions as well, or shorter sentences with less difficult vocabulary.  Accessibility was a key issue to maintain student interest.  The balance of different aspects might be important, but according to the difficulty of the vocabulary, maybe supplementing keywords with translation might make fewer burdens for the students to read through the text.  However there was also the opinion expressed that it would be good for students to look up the dictionary.  But if they have “a hundred” new words, they would lose interests.

2. Revision suggestions

One of the repeated advices was to supplement the textbook with audiovisual materials.  Listening material (for example tapes or CD) could be effectively used to speed up the lesson.  Diagrams, pictures and photos could also be used more effectively to cover basic information such as the diagram of the brain with empty space for the students to fill in the names.  There could also be places for students to write down definitions of terms, like brain death.

It was also advised that concrete cases were better than abstract contents.  For example, in the actual class, Mr. Matsuzaki would prepare a worksheet
 that will divide one chapter of the textbook to make the points clear to the students.  Another way to approach would be to have small group discussions to summarize a group opinion, then for each group to present that in front of the class.  

Steve Bird advised that the chapter 1 on “What is Bioethics” was too conceptual, and probably too difficult for the students to understand, more over, to be interested to have a discussion.  As was also suggested in the BEN32 meeting
, it would work better to have the actual case based topics first.  This chapter 1 is more like a summary.  On the other hand, there could be a preface, a basic introduction to what this textbook is going to cover, or what the purpose of this textbook is.  It may be useful both for the teachers and students.

Regarding the style of the textbook, it was suggested for each lesson to first have a short question for the students to get warmed up, to generate interest in what they will be reading in class, then a short reading and more questions.  One point to test is how interesting it would be for the students.  Also, by having, for example, actual newspaper articles, or a video clip from BBC, it would link the mind of the students.  There will be more interest if they can feel that there are actual persons affected behind the stories.

3. Textbook examples

After a long exchange of suggestions and questions, some example textbook materials that they actually use at Meikei were presented.  Copies of regular class textbook and the actual worksheet that Mr. Matsuzaki prepared were obtained.  Some of the textbooks that are used in the advanced English classes were:

“Academic Encounters” by Bernard Seal
Cambridge University Press

“Headway Video” by Gisela Szpytko
Oxford English Video

“Environmental Issues” by David Peaty
Macmillan Language House

“The Crown English Series I New Edition”
Sanseido, 2002


The advanced students also have some literature reading like Charles Dickens, “David Copper field” in simplified version that they read in English as a book.  The level of some of their students’ English would be better than many University of Tsukuba students.

4. Follow up

After an English Department staff meeting on 30th June, the cooperation of the department is expected.  They were unsure if they could work with other school departments in the first year for cooperation.  FM will be able to observe some classes to get further information. 

Later in the year some class trials will occur and FM can observe.

� Sample given


� Refer to BEJnR1.doc





BE Japan report 2
1

