15. AIDS and Ethics

HIV is an abbreviation for Human Immunodeficiency Virus.  AIDS is caused by getting infected with this virus.  When the virus enters the human body, it attacks the immune system. This stage is called “AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome)”.  

Q1. What are three ways to get infected by HIV?


The outbreak of AIDS is most serious in countries inside sub-Saharan Africa, where the average life span of the persons in the country decreased because of such deaths.  Still “evidence from Ethiopia and South Africa shows that prevention work is beginning to pay off for young women, with HIV prevalence rates dropping among pregnant teenagers (UNAIDS epidemic update 2002)” which shows that learning about HIV/AIDS decreases the chance of getting infected by it.
Q2. When do you go to the hospital?  Do you go there by your self?  Write down how you felt when you went to the hospital, or when you were sick.

Reasons to discriminate?

 The main route of HIV infection is through sexual intercourse.  The virus can be easily spread in society through one infected person having unprotected sex with multiple partners.  On the other hand, it can be avoided by not having sex, or by having protected “safe” sex with a specific partner.  In many countries, it is a taboo to talk about sex in public.  The existences of sex workers are seen as immoral by many, but have been present since ancient history.  This issue itself contains many ethical debates.  Still, can we leave those who are sick because they were involved with prostitution?  Let’s look at some comments that people gave towards AIDS patients, and think whether you can agree or disagree to each of them.


Q5. Why do you think people get sick?  Can you blame somebody?  Can you avoid it?

Voices
 Read each of the following comments.  Which comment do you agree with the most?  Which do you disagree?  Why?



[image: image1.wmf]


Q6. Have you seen any movies or TV dramas discussing AIDS?  Have you read any books?  How did you feel before watching it?  After?

There are only three ways to get infected by the virus


Sexual intercourse


Blood serum contact e.g. blood transfusion, sharing needles by drug users


From mother to fetus (vertical transmission)


This means that in the daily life, if you avoid unsafe sex, there is very little chance to get infected by the virus, unless you are infected by blood.


AIDS is a dangerous disease, but it can be prevented!





I will avoid them. God did not give them a second chance.








I doubt their morality but want to help for their recovery.





Sympathy for transfusion or those infected by spouse, but dislike for one who had bad behavior.





I am plain scared of them.





I feel sorry for the ones who get it from blood.  


Not so sorry for the gay people.





Depends on how they contact the disease. No sympathy for those who use drug.
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